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The divine assurances (as e.g. Prov. 11:25; 19:17; Matt. 5:7; Isa. 82:8;
Matt. 10:42, ete.) of an ullimate repayment given by God Himaelf, indicates
THE COGNIZANCE OF ONE abundantly able to fulfil His promises. May an ample
realization of His faithfulness be their happy experience. Faith in the same
“blessed Hope," in the same Theocratic Kingdom, influenced them to give their
needed assistance, and, therefore, it is but proper for me to ezpress, in this form,
the desire and prayer, that the mighty Theocratic King—whom they thus hon-
ored—may honor them in His Coming Kingdom.
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8. A. Bowman, Esq.; Ed. P. Christie; Augustus Kountze, Esq.; A. D.
Jones, Esq.; P. Schindler, Esq., and others, for aid and sympathy extended.
A sense of gratitude prompts this brief, but DESERVED, mention.






“And us it is decreed thut the bohole scheme of Seriptore is not pet understosd,
so if it eber comes o be understood before the restitution of all things, und fwithout
miracalous interbentions, it must be in the same foup us weturnl knoboledge is come ut,
by the contumnance and progress of learning und liberty, amd by purticalar persons
attending fo, comparing, and pursuing intimations scuttersd ug and dofon, bohich are
oberlooked and Ddisregarded by the majoritp of the boorld. Kor this is the tong in
fobich all improbements ave made by thoughtful mem, tracing on obscure Yints, as it
foete, dropped to ns bp muture weeidentullp, or fobut seems fo come into our minds by
chanee.  Hox is it incredible that a booh fohich bus been so long in possession of
mankind should contain mang troths ms get nndiscobered, for ull the phenomenn and
the sume farulties of inbestigntion from blich such great discoberies hube been made in
the present and fhe gust age foere equally in possession of mumhind seberal thousand
prars before.  And possibly it might be infended fhut chents ms hey come fo puss
should open und ascertin fhe meaning of scberal- gurts of Serigtare.”—BUTLER'S
Analogy, Part II., Ch. 3.

CYPRIAN, PREP. To TESTIMONIA : “‘@lore strength fill be impuried to
thee, and the ryes of thine anderstanding bill continunlly grot clearer, if thow seavchest
more marefally through the @R and et Test, und Ddiligentlp perusest all purts of
the Holy Scriptures; for ¥ habe only dmbom x Little out of the dibine foantnin fo
std thee im the meantime, @hou canst drink more copiously and safisfy thpeelf,
tohen, twith us, thon also mpproachest fo fhe same fountwin of dibine fulness, in order
to drink after the same manmer.”’—Quoted by Dr. NEANDER, Genl. Ch. His.,
Vol. 2, p. 447.
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Prorosrrioxn 165. T'he doctrine of this Kingdom enables us to
Jorm a correct estimate of human governimnents.

This already appears from the contemplated cessation of all
Gentile domination, the comﬁlete overthrow of all kingdoms and
states, and the bringing of all nations directly (by the rule of the
saints, etc.) under the one great central Theocratic authority. For,
whatever purposes the institution of human government, in the
past and the present dispensation, may subserve, it is distinctl
announced that so much of imperfection and evil is attached to 1t
in all its varied forms that it is ¢ncompatible with the new order of
things which shall be presented in ‘¢ the age to come.”

0bs. 1. In the consideration of this subject men have been apt to rush
to extremes, presenting conclusions which are not warranted by Scripture.
One party lauds and magnifies human government, as it has existed and
now exists, as ¢ Divine institution, speaking loudly of ‘¢ the divine rights
of kings,”” or of ‘‘the sovereignty of the people,”’ etc.—so numerous
writers of the past and present. Another party, only regarding the
threats, etc., against such government, and misapprehending the time,
manner, etc., of God's kingdom to replace it, undertake to break down
sach %gvemment by substituting one of their own ; so the Anabaptists,
Fifth Monarchy Men, in the days of the Reformation, the Mormons, etc.
Still another gart 8o decry all human government, that they insist upon
it, that it is the duty of believers to avoid having any personal connection
with them in any official capacity, or in upholding tzem in any form as a
icipator ; 8o e.g. Quakers, Christadelphians, some Adventists, Seventh

y Baptists, etc. We avoid all such extravagant deductions by allowing
the Scriptures to testify Zo ¢hres things pertaining to human government,
viz.,, (1) its necessity ; (2) its character ; (3) its ultimate destiny. The
necessity of having such government is grounded in the constitution of
man, and is & legitimate outgrowth of his relations to society, finding its
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support in the proposed protection and maintenance of mutual rights,
privileges, etc. Assuch, 1t is an ordinance of God (just as man himself,
society in its simplest form, the family relation, etc., are ordinances or
appointments of God, resulting from established law), and so expressly
declared in Rom. 13 : 1-5, while the particular form in which it is specifi-
cally manifested is also the ordinance or appointment of man (growing out
of the former) and so designated 1 Pet. 2 : 13. In the absence of the
contemplated Theocratic Kingdom, it is God’s will and pleasure that men
should, in order to avoid anarchy and greater evils, be placed under

overnment, which, more or less, exerts a restraining influence—arising
grom moral law—upon the outbreaks of depravity. Therefore obedience,
excepting only when God’s law (Acts 4 :19 and 5 : 29) is to be directly
violated, is enjoined as a duty. But while this is so, and necessarily
Jollows from the laws which God has established, it does not by any meant
assert that the character of such government is acceptable to Him, for the
very power which Paul tells us is thus ordained by God is at the same
time, so far as its character is concerned, described by the Spiritus *‘¢
Beast,” exceedingly dreadful, etc., in Dan. 7 : 7, 19, 23; Rev. 17 : 4, 16
etc. Instead of being divine, it is beastial and wicked ; its conduct i
denounced, and its doom declared. The same is true of the Babyloniar
and of all other kingdoms delineated in the Word of God, and the destin;
of all of them is to perish ; but at the time, in the manner, and by th
agencies, which God has also ordained. Man is not to assume that whicl
God has placed in the hands of His own Son to accomplish, when th
ordained ‘‘ Times of the Gentiles'” have come to an end. The visibl
Sovereignty of this world only becomes the Sovereignty of our Lord a
the expiration of a pre-determined period, and for that we must patientl
wait. In reference to the participation of believers in such government
the Word also gives a clear utterance ; while preserving integrity an
indorsing it only in so far as it does right, we are to accept it, renderin
obedience, as a necessity for the protection of society. When the Theoc
racy was overthrown the righteous Daniel and his companions found :
justly compatible with the laws of God to hold official stations under th

abylonian monarchy. Before the Theocracy was established, the piou
Joseph was thus associated in the Egyptian kingdom. After the Theocrac
was delayed and the Times of the Gentiles announced, obedience is e1
joined, the support of the government by the payment of taxes enforces
the protection of the government (as in the case of Paul) invoked, submi
sion even under injustice recommended, the whole embraced by the gener
and yet special affirmation: ¢ Render wnto Cmsar the things that a
Cesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s.”’

Baldwin (Armageddon, Sec. 8, p. 26), gives place, in his one-sided eulogy of Repu
licanism, to a tirade against ‘ all human monarchy,” saying that God ‘‘ hates it a:
feature of hell and the devil,” ¢ that God considers human monarchy as exceedi
sinful,’”” ‘ that God is therefore hostile to human monarchy because the system
iniquitous in principle, and he will destroy it because of its wicked nature.”’ RBut
overlooks entirely, (1) that hnman government is necessary ; (2) that God Himself ins
tuted and favored a monarchy ; (3) that, in the absence of a Theocratic government, G
favors even monarchical governments as essential to the framework of society, and resu
ing from the laws instituted by Him ; (4) that God only regards governments, of every kir
with disfavor when the spirit, acts, etc., of the same are opposed to His truth and peop
(5) and that human governments, so essential to avoid anarchy, are no longer to be tol
ated when He sets up again Hisn own Theocratic Kingdom under the Messiah, wh:
Kingdom is not one dependent on the boasted and regenerating ‘* Popular Sovereign!

“
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of Baldwin. Over against such wholesale denunciation, we have a remarkable delicacy
manifested in Scripture. It has been noticed that in Daniel, when giving the succession
of kingdoms to Nebuchadnezzar, the Spirit employs as symbols the precious and baser
metals to indicate (ch. 2) the material progress, etc., but when the same Spirit delineates
the same kingdoms for Daniel and His own people, he employs symbols expressive of the
earacter sustained by them. We must be sufficiently candid to allow that the word
* ordained "’ (Rom. 13 : 1-7) intimates the divine sanction,as agreeable to the divine will,
l.ecause an essential agency in society, and discriminative in seeing that God has
vrdained many things that are perverted.

0bs. 2. This'doctrine enables us to detect the fallacy in the writings of
some devoted men (Fulton, etc.) when they assume the existence of
Christ’s kingdom as already established, believers being its subjects, etc.,
and then reason from this assumption that believers being already the sub-
jects of an instituted kingdom, they must stand aloof from all human
government.’ Our whole argument utterly disproves such premise, demon-
strating that the kingdom is postponed, and that believers, in virtue of
their relationship to Christ, are only now *‘ keirs of the Kingdom.”” The
Kingdom of the Messiah not being set up, and yet the relation of man to
civil society making some form of government an absolute necessity, the
believer i8 directed to conform to the present arrangement of things, with-
out sacrificing his Christian principle or violating the commands of God,
until the time that the King Himself comes. This is done too by way of
trial and to prepare him, as well as the race, to appreciate more fully the
Divine government of the Messiah when manifested. Man, as a punish-
ment and a test, is left to work out his ideas of government practically in
order, a8 the end will prove, that depravity in the highest exhibition of
man’s relations (i.e. in the civil) will gain the ascendency, and that human
pature in the mass, when prosperitv or greatness is attained, cannot with-
stand corruption. Hence it 1s, that these ‘‘ heirs of the Kingdom” to
come, are exhorted not to place their affections upon these things, and that
ealogies of such human governments are lacking in God’s Word ; for the
Spirit ever keeps in view—whatever excellent and virtuous actions may be
performed—~?he great predicted fact that the character and destiny of earthly
kingdoms, as exhibited at the time of the Sec. Advent, renders them
utterly unworthy of them. They become the instruments of persecution
and cruelty (as even an inchoate fulfilment in the past evidences), culminat-
ing in one great combined confederation agaimst God’s people. The
Spirit in forming His estimate looks at human government, not as it may
present itself at this or that particular favorable crisis in history, but, at
the general spirit and tendency which finally assumes full sway at the end.
This leads us to udd : while it is true that government is necessary, not-
withstanding its past or future unfriendliness to the Church, it is owing
to this manifestation of character that believers are exhorted to hold them-
selves in patience, and to anticipate for the future an increased wickedness,
which will be severely afflictive to them ; to discharge their duties as far
as possible and to suffer, if needs be, for the sake of the truth. This also
gives a satisfactory answer to Shaftesbury, etc., who objects to the New
Test. that it does not enjoin “‘ patriotism” or an expression of loveand
esteem for the government under which believers may live. While it does
give precepts, etc., which if followed out will largely contribute to the
welfare of any government ; while it insists upon that which is right and
just, and enjoins the same upon all, yet this distinctive point is indeed

~






