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“And us it is decreed thut the bohole scheme of Seriptore is not pet understosd,
so if it eber comes o be understood before the restitution of all things, und fwithout
miracalous interbentions, it must be in the same foup us weturnl knoboledge is come ut,
by the contumnance and progress of learning und liberty, amd by purticalar persons
attending fo, comparing, and pursuing intimations scuttersd ug and dofon, bohich are
oberlooked and Ddisregarded by the majoritp of the boorld. Kor this is the tong in
fobich all improbements ave made by thoughtful mem, tracing on obscure Yints, as it
foete, dropped to ns bp muture weeidentullp, or fobut seems fo come into our minds by
chanee.  Hox is it incredible that a booh fohich bus been so long in possession of
mankind should contain mang troths ms get nndiscobered, for ull the phenomenn and
the sume farulties of inbestigntion from blich such great discoberies hube been made in
the present and fhe gust age foere equally in possession of mumhind seberal thousand
prars before.  And possibly it might be infended fhut chents ms hey come fo puss
should open und ascertin fhe meaning of scberal- gurts of Serigtare.”—BUTLER'S
Analogy, Part II., Ch. 3.

CYPRIAN, PREP. To TESTIMONIA : “‘@lore strength fill be impuried to
thee, and the ryes of thine anderstanding bill continunlly grot clearer, if thow seavchest
more marefally through the @R and et Test, und Ddiligentlp perusest all purts of
the Holy Scriptures; for ¥ habe only dmbom x Little out of the dibine foantnin fo
std thee im the meantime, @hou canst drink more copiously and safisfy thpeelf,
tohen, twith us, thon also mpproachest fo fhe same fountwin of dibine fulness, in order
to drink after the same manmer.”’—Quoted by Dr. NEANDER, Genl. Ch. His.,
Vol. 2, p. 447.
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THE

THEOCRATIC KINGDOM

OF OUR

LORD JESUS THE CHRIST.

Prorosrrioxn 165. T'he doctrine of this Kingdom enables us to
Jorm a correct estimate of human governimnents.

This already appears from the contemplated cessation of all
Gentile domination, the comﬁlete overthrow of all kingdoms and
states, and the bringing of all nations directly (by the rule of the
saints, etc.) under the one great central Theocratic authority. For,
whatever purposes the institution of human government, in the
past and the present dispensation, may subserve, it is distinctl
announced that so much of imperfection and evil is attached to 1t
in all its varied forms that it is ¢ncompatible with the new order of
things which shall be presented in ‘¢ the age to come.”

0bs. 1. In the consideration of this subject men have been apt to rush
to extremes, presenting conclusions which are not warranted by Scripture.
One party lauds and magnifies human government, as it has existed and
now exists, as ¢ Divine institution, speaking loudly of ‘¢ the divine rights
of kings,”” or of ‘‘the sovereignty of the people,”’ etc.—so numerous
writers of the past and present. Another party, only regarding the
threats, etc., against such government, and misapprehending the time,
manner, etc., of God's kingdom to replace it, undertake to break down
sach %gvemment by substituting one of their own ; so the Anabaptists,
Fifth Monarchy Men, in the days of the Reformation, the Mormons, etc.
Still another gart 8o decry all human government, that they insist upon
it, that it is the duty of believers to avoid having any personal connection
with them in any official capacity, or in upholding tzem in any form as a
icipator ; 8o e.g. Quakers, Christadelphians, some Adventists, Seventh

y Baptists, etc. We avoid all such extravagant deductions by allowing
the Scriptures to testify Zo ¢hres things pertaining to human government,
viz.,, (1) its necessity ; (2) its character ; (3) its ultimate destiny. The
necessity of having such government is grounded in the constitution of
man, and is & legitimate outgrowth of his relations to society, finding its
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support in the proposed protection and maintenance of mutual rights,
privileges, etc. Assuch, 1t is an ordinance of God (just as man himself,
society in its simplest form, the family relation, etc., are ordinances or
appointments of God, resulting from established law), and so expressly
declared in Rom. 13 : 1-5, while the particular form in which it is specifi-
cally manifested is also the ordinance or appointment of man (growing out
of the former) and so designated 1 Pet. 2 : 13. In the absence of the
contemplated Theocratic Kingdom, it is God’s will and pleasure that men
should, in order to avoid anarchy and greater evils, be placed under

overnment, which, more or less, exerts a restraining influence—arising
grom moral law—upon the outbreaks of depravity. Therefore obedience,
excepting only when God’s law (Acts 4 :19 and 5 : 29) is to be directly
violated, is enjoined as a duty. But while this is so, and necessarily
Jollows from the laws which God has established, it does not by any meant
assert that the character of such government is acceptable to Him, for the
very power which Paul tells us is thus ordained by God is at the same
time, so far as its character is concerned, described by the Spiritus *‘¢
Beast,” exceedingly dreadful, etc., in Dan. 7 : 7, 19, 23; Rev. 17 : 4, 16
etc. Instead of being divine, it is beastial and wicked ; its conduct i
denounced, and its doom declared. The same is true of the Babyloniar
and of all other kingdoms delineated in the Word of God, and the destin;
of all of them is to perish ; but at the time, in the manner, and by th
agencies, which God has also ordained. Man is not to assume that whicl
God has placed in the hands of His own Son to accomplish, when th
ordained ‘‘ Times of the Gentiles'” have come to an end. The visibl
Sovereignty of this world only becomes the Sovereignty of our Lord a
the expiration of a pre-determined period, and for that we must patientl
wait. In reference to the participation of believers in such government
the Word also gives a clear utterance ; while preserving integrity an
indorsing it only in so far as it does right, we are to accept it, renderin
obedience, as a necessity for the protection of society. When the Theoc
racy was overthrown the righteous Daniel and his companions found :
justly compatible with the laws of God to hold official stations under th

abylonian monarchy. Before the Theocracy was established, the piou
Joseph was thus associated in the Egyptian kingdom. After the Theocrac
was delayed and the Times of the Gentiles announced, obedience is e1
joined, the support of the government by the payment of taxes enforces
the protection of the government (as in the case of Paul) invoked, submi
sion even under injustice recommended, the whole embraced by the gener
and yet special affirmation: ¢ Render wnto Cmsar the things that a
Cesar’s, and unto God the things that are God’s.”’

Baldwin (Armageddon, Sec. 8, p. 26), gives place, in his one-sided eulogy of Repu
licanism, to a tirade against ‘ all human monarchy,” saying that God ‘‘ hates it a:
feature of hell and the devil,” ¢ that God considers human monarchy as exceedi
sinful,’”” ‘ that God is therefore hostile to human monarchy because the system
iniquitous in principle, and he will destroy it because of its wicked nature.”’ RBut
overlooks entirely, (1) that hnman government is necessary ; (2) that God Himself ins
tuted and favored a monarchy ; (3) that, in the absence of a Theocratic government, G
favors even monarchical governments as essential to the framework of society, and resu
ing from the laws instituted by Him ; (4) that God only regards governments, of every kir
with disfavor when the spirit, acts, etc., of the same are opposed to His truth and peop
(5) and that human governments, so essential to avoid anarchy, are no longer to be tol
ated when He sets up again Hisn own Theocratic Kingdom under the Messiah, wh:
Kingdom is not one dependent on the boasted and regenerating ‘* Popular Sovereign!

“
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of Baldwin. Over against such wholesale denunciation, we have a remarkable delicacy
manifested in Scripture. It has been noticed that in Daniel, when giving the succession
of kingdoms to Nebuchadnezzar, the Spirit employs as symbols the precious and baser
metals to indicate (ch. 2) the material progress, etc., but when the same Spirit delineates
the same kingdoms for Daniel and His own people, he employs symbols expressive of the
earacter sustained by them. We must be sufficiently candid to allow that the word
* ordained "’ (Rom. 13 : 1-7) intimates the divine sanction,as agreeable to the divine will,
l.ecause an essential agency in society, and discriminative in seeing that God has
vrdained many things that are perverted.

0bs. 2. This'doctrine enables us to detect the fallacy in the writings of
some devoted men (Fulton, etc.) when they assume the existence of
Christ’s kingdom as already established, believers being its subjects, etc.,
and then reason from this assumption that believers being already the sub-
jects of an instituted kingdom, they must stand aloof from all human
government.’ Our whole argument utterly disproves such premise, demon-
strating that the kingdom is postponed, and that believers, in virtue of
their relationship to Christ, are only now *‘ keirs of the Kingdom.”” The
Kingdom of the Messiah not being set up, and yet the relation of man to
civil society making some form of government an absolute necessity, the
believer i8 directed to conform to the present arrangement of things, with-
out sacrificing his Christian principle or violating the commands of God,
until the time that the King Himself comes. This is done too by way of
trial and to prepare him, as well as the race, to appreciate more fully the
Divine government of the Messiah when manifested. Man, as a punish-
ment and a test, is left to work out his ideas of government practically in
order, a8 the end will prove, that depravity in the highest exhibition of
man’s relations (i.e. in the civil) will gain the ascendency, and that human
pature in the mass, when prosperitv or greatness is attained, cannot with-
stand corruption. Hence it 1s, that these ‘‘ heirs of the Kingdom” to
come, are exhorted not to place their affections upon these things, and that
ealogies of such human governments are lacking in God’s Word ; for the
Spirit ever keeps in view—whatever excellent and virtuous actions may be
performed—~?he great predicted fact that the character and destiny of earthly
kingdoms, as exhibited at the time of the Sec. Advent, renders them
utterly unworthy of them. They become the instruments of persecution
and cruelty (as even an inchoate fulfilment in the past evidences), culminat-
ing in one great combined confederation agaimst God’s people. The
Spirit in forming His estimate looks at human government, not as it may
present itself at this or that particular favorable crisis in history, but, at
the general spirit and tendency which finally assumes full sway at the end.
This leads us to udd : while it is true that government is necessary, not-
withstanding its past or future unfriendliness to the Church, it is owing
to this manifestation of character that believers are exhorted to hold them-
selves in patience, and to anticipate for the future an increased wickedness,
which will be severely afflictive to them ; to discharge their duties as far
as possible and to suffer, if needs be, for the sake of the truth. This also
gives a satisfactory answer to Shaftesbury, etc., who objects to the New
Test. that it does not enjoin “‘ patriotism” or an expression of loveand
esteem for the government under which believers may live. While it does
give precepts, etc., which if followed out will largely contribute to the
welfare of any government ; while it insists upon that which is right and
just, and enjoins the same upon all, yet this distinctive point is indeed

~
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lacking, and the reason is only additional evidence of fhe Divine inspirc
tion of the Word, seeing that ¢ks ultimate end of such government is cor
templated, and in view of the facts in relation to it, it would be again:
both the character and destiny of such government to enjoin ‘‘ the heirs
of a future nobler government to come, and withdraw their hopes an
affections from the latter, and set them upon that which is fated to mise
ably perish. Shaftesbury’s objection is taking a mere fransient view «
government ; the Bible considers its culminated wickedness and end sti
future. The simple truth is, as the Church will yet most painfully exper
ence (Prop. 162), that this very government, for which unbelief calls f
patriotic dcmonstrations, will yet most bitterly persecute her, so that tl
silence of Scripture complained of is fitting and just. Therefore,
present, we indorse Luther’s position (Kurtz, Ch. His.) ¢ that the Gosy
secured spiritual liberty, but did not subvert civil government and soci
institutions,’’ but enables us under such government to exemplify Christi
character.?

1 This is only bringing to a strictly logical conclusion a premise laid down by numerc
writers. Thus e.g. Neander, advocating a present existing Kingdom of the Messi:
says : ‘ The fundamental principle of the Christian community is, that there shall be
other subordination than that of its members to God and Christ, and that this shall
absolute,’’ etc. Now while Neander himself, as is well known, would have protes:
against pushing this to its logical sequence, Fulton and others have done it. The tr!
is, that we are also, in this dispensation, to be individually subordinate, i.e. ren
obedience to civil power, but make the authority of God supreme. Many honest m
under a mistaken ides, unnecessarily excite against themselves odium by an attitude
unscriptural hostility to governments.

3 How men have endeavored to give a degree of sanctity to Gentile governmen
apparent e.g. in anointing kings with ¢ the holy unction,’’ thus professing to transfc
them into *“ the Lord's anointed,”’ of which Gibbon (Decl. and Full, vol. 5, p. 29), sn
ingly says : ¢ this Jewish rite has been diffused and maintained by the superstition !
vanity of modern Europe.”” This was supposed to confer a Divine or Theocratic rig
and this “divine right of kings'’ was often exhibited in the most fantastic man
possible, as e.g. in the proudest of men and women regarding it an honor to perform
most menial of services, even to the holding and presenting the divine king's shirt, e

0bs. 3. This estimate and end of human government not only enal
us.to discard the Utopian notion of its deve%opment into a state of I
fectibility, but the attempted union of Church and State during
‘* Times of the Gentiles.”” The character and destiny of the State fort
such a union. The State, as now constituted, is selfish, and for the s
of self-interest, as the history of the past painfully illustrates, and as
history of the future predicted shows, will sacrifice the Church.
State, in the very nature of the case, cannot be safely attached to
Church, seeing that the sanctifying Theocratic element, which alone
elevate it to the position of a ¢ruly Christian organization in perfect u
with the religious, is lacking. The feeling, however, is greatly to
respected which would endeavor to bring about such a union with the :
that the highest interests of mankind in the highest form of organiza
should be t%e Protector and Advancer of truth and happiness. This !
ing, so honorable, will be realized but not now ; humanity, owing
depravity, is not prepared for it, and will not be, as predicted in this
pensation ; it can only be verified under the Christ personally in ¢Ze
nanted Theocratic Kingdom.

Many writers, not satisfied with a general supremacy of God over the nations o

A
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earth p. 719)—God’s ability to overrule, exert a divine providence—must unite with
it the ic element, as e.g. exemplified in the Theocratic History of English History,
in which the adverse circumstances are carefully kept in the background, and the esti-
mated providential brought forth prominently, and then men as honored divine instra-
mentalities are eulogized beyond their merits. While ‘“ God is in History,” and the
order of events are under His supervision and control, it is also true that no such alleged
Theocratic rule exists, for that Theocratio relationship is confined to the Jewish nation
and to the future. The fact is, that from the head of the image (Dan. 2) this existing
world-dominion, can be denominated ‘¢ Babylonish,’’ seeing that the same spirit runs
{rom the head to the feet. While the former dominion is taken away from Babylon,
Medo-Persia, Macedonia, yet the spirit actuating all such in the nations is perpetuated
(Dan. 7 : 12), so that when the image is smitten on its feet and overthrown, we have
virtually the whole image, (gold, silver, brass, and iron), representing this spirit of world
dominion, also overthrown (Dan. 2 : 35, 45), for in the last world-power, the Roman, we
have these included and intensified. As these empires are successive, we look for—as
the analogy of Scripture teaches—a revival of the spirit of all these in the last head of
the fourth beast, who dominates over the nations, and concentrates in himself their past
bostility to God and man.

. 0bs. 4. The student, in corroboration of our position, will observe a
singular feature, viz., that although the Roman Empire (and its divisions)
has loudly proclaimed its profession of religion, appealed in laudation to
its conversion under Constantine, praised itself as *‘ most Christian,” and
even pronounced itself as a ‘‘ Holy Empire,’”’ yet God, in view of no
radical change, takes 7o notice whatever of all this boasted profession, and
by this very significant silence (exce ting in Rev. where the Empire is still
recognized to be, as in Daniel, a ‘‘ beast’”) places over against the extrava-
gant eulogies of men His own estimate of such conversion and profession.
The same is true of England, Germany, the United States, and others,
for, notwithstanding the professed claim of * Christian nation,’” none of
these receive the slightest recognition as such in the Word. The reason for
such omission is self-evident.

In looking over the history of ¢ Christian nations,” we sometimes wonder that right
and justice do not triumph over wrong and oppression. Thus e.g. when Russia, Prussia,
and Austria proceeded to the spoliation of Poland, the Poles, in their declaration against
this iniquitous measure, said : “ And lastly, full of confidence in the justice of the
Almighty, we lay our rights at the foot of His eternal throne, and put our cause into the
bunds of the King of kings, the Supreme Judge of nations ; and, in the full assurance
of His succor, we protest solemnly and before the whole universe, against every step
faken, or to be taken toward the dismemberment of Poland ” (art. ‘ Poland and the
Poles,” Galaxy, vol. 18, 1874, E 40). This nation which was the least persecuting, the
most tolerant, falls underneath the intolerant and highly professing Christian. Now
vhile Poland itself, as its history too plainly attests, was but nominally Christian (and
consequently in view of its character could not expeot the divine blessing to answer a
prayer so confidently expressed), and was dismembered by nominal Christian nations, yet
God does not entirely disregard such a prayer and appeal. Those nations have suffered,
and will yet more bitterly suffer, on account of their sins.

Obs. 5. 1t is a fact, as various able writers on the laws of the Theocracy
have shown, that the nearer governments adopt, and carry out, the great
principles underlying the Theocracy, the purer and more elevated is the
civil polity, and the greater strength, security and happiness is imparted to
all classes, rulers and ruled. The reverse of this holds true as exemplified
m the history of nations ; for the greater the deﬁarture from those princi-
ples, the more oppressive and ruinous has been the result. But while this
18 so, the reader will not fail to notice that a mistake—serious—is made by
supposing, that the Theocracy is merely given as a pattern—an enuncia-
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tion of principles—for other governments to follow because it is to be super
seded by others, instead of its being, as the Bible plainly predicts, for
time held in abeysnce, owing to depravity, un#il the proper material i
gathered out for its overwhelming inanguration.

Hence able writers (as Wines, Michaelis, Graves, Lowman, Jahn, and others), whil
justly noticing the political features of the Theocracy, and showing how worthy ¢
adoption by the nations are its fundamental principles, either overlook, or are in ign(
rance of this divine intention ; and besides they do not realize the simple fact that th:
which gave vitality and force to a Theocracy (viz., Gog’r:‘pmmaﬂy‘ acting as the Ruler
the nation) -is lacking in all other governments, and, therefore, no other can possibly ho)
to be substituted in its place. Again, men of the highest eminence assume the perp
tuity of earthly governments from the fact that man is so constituted by God that 1
must, in view of his adaptedness, live under some form of government—that socie
cannot properly exist without it—that it commends itelf as a positive necessity, et
Now while it is true that oivil government is required, yet the perpetuity of the same
the way advocated does nof follow. On the other hand, the Bible distinctly teaches, th
until God claims, by an actual re-establishment of His Theocracy, the Sovereignty
the world, these oivif governments must, even if uiider beastial influence, exist in ord
to meet the requirements and necessities of man. God ordains their existence as
necessity springing from man’s constitution, but only until the Theocracy is reveale
Then the highest possible form of civil (united with the religious) government shall
substituted for the present forms. Civil government is not set aside (for this is forbidd
by the nature of man, the demands of social position, the continued aptitude and nec
sity for government, the analogy drawn from God's working, nature, uses of governme
etc.), but it is set forth in its God-given and God-enforced form, abrogating the mere hum
form. The fact that civil government, a8 now constituted, is the result of the Divi
Will, and that obedience is inculcated as a duty, eto., does not necessitate its perpetui
All depends on the Divine Will, and we must form our conclusions respecting the fut:
in accordance with the declarations of that Will. It has never, in any ]i)lace, asserted f
perpetuity of earthly governments, but the exact reverse. That Will, and its conte

lated expressed determination, is the foundation of the Coming Theocracy, and t!

ill shall be made manifest in the Theocratic person and rule of Jesus ‘‘the Chris
This effectually settles the question of perpetuity and the predictions based upon it.

To indicate how others ‘express themselves on the subjects embraced in this and

revious Prop., a few illustrations are in place. Fausset (Com., Dan. 7) remar!
¢ Daniel sees the world kingdoms in their essence as of an animal nature lower than
human, being estranged from God ; and that only in the Kingdom of God (¢ the Sor
Man,’ the representative Man) is the true dignity of man realized.” ¢ Nebuchadnezz:
colossal image represents mankind in his own strength, but only the outward m
Daniel sees man spiritually degraded to the beast level, led by blind impulses, thro
his alienation from God. It is only from above that the perfect Son of Man comes, 1
in His Kingdom man attains his true destiny. Cf. Ps. 8 with Gen. 1 : 26-28. Humai
is impossible without divinity ; it sinks to beastiality (Ps. 83 : 9, and 49 : 20, and

* 22). Obstinate heathen nations are compared to ¢ bulls’ (Ps. 68 : 80); Egypt, to

dragon in the Nile (Isa. 27 : 1, and 81 : 9 ; Ezek. 29 : 8). The animal with all its saga
looks always to the ground, without consciousness of relation to God. What elev:
man is communion with God, in willing subjection to Him. The moment he trie
exalt himself to independence of God, like Nebuchadnezzar (ch. 4 : 80), he sinks to
beast’s level.” Lange’s Com., Dan. 7, Doo. 5, remarks: ‘‘ The ideal and fundame
thought of the prophecy, which substantially coincides with that of the image of
monarchies in chap. 2, and may be expressed by the statement, ¢ that all the kingd
of the earth must be put to shame’ (Rev. 11 : 15; 12 : 10) before the Kingdom of
everlasting God and of His Anointed, must evidently be made prominent’’ (without ex
ing largely into ‘‘ the details of its realization in the history of the world’’). The s
gives the Tiibingen Bible as declaring : * In His eternal decree God has fixed a lim:
every kingdom ; beyond this it cannot go, and the Divine Providence exerts a sp«
agency to this end.” ‘ How uncertain is the glory and majesty of the kingdoms of ea
Even when they have attained to the highest prosperity they must yet be humbled,

and pass away, like every other earthly good and honor. The Kingdom of Heaven a
is immutable, and forms the hope of every believer, Ps. 145 : 13.” Such express
drawn from the writings of Auberlen (On Daniel), Newton (Diss. on Proph.), and n
others might be presented. :
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ProrosrrioN 166. The rudimentary reorganization of this
Kingdom will be made at M. Sinas.

The organization of the Theocracy was affected b¢fore the Jewish
nation entered Palestine. The appointment of officials, the giving
of laws, the commandments to destroy the enemies of God, etc.,
were issued at Mt. Sinai. It is eminently suitable that the reor-
ganization of the same should be eﬁecte(i in the same place. The
reasons will be addaced in the following observations.

This is one of the Propositions, which, if torn from its connection, can be injuriously
employed against us. o writer felt the force of Prov. 12 : 43 ¢‘ a prudent man con-
euY knowledge,’’ but in view of the importance of the subject, itsa instructiveness
especially pertaining to the interval, and the encouragements to instruct, etc., he felt

ed that in this case, Prov. 13 : 16, every prudent man dealeth with knowledge,”
and Prov. 16 : 2, “ the tongue of the wise useth knowledge aright,’’ insured its presenta-
tion to be acceptable to the class whose good-will we ought to esteem. We only now say
that this Prop. serves to clear up some—otherwise—difficult passages. Thus e.g. it
throws light on the question where Jesus and the saints are during the interval ; on the
fact that during the interval Jesus is spoken of as being present on the earth ; on the
seiting up and existence of thrones (Rev. 20 : 4) indicative of a formative Kingdom ; on
the stages of the same Advent ; on the object of the first res. and translation ; on the
Kingdom not coming with observation, being concealed and sudden ; on the hatred and
intentions of the Antichrist ; on the march of the Christ and His saints ; on the subse-
quent war and its results ; and on various Mill. predictions,

0bs. 1. Taking it for granted that the Theocracy will be again reorgan-
ized in its Theocratic-Davidic form, so that God in the person of David’s
descendant (inseparably connected) again condescends to dwell with the
Jewish nation, and act in the capacity of an earthly ruler, we may suggest,
that if such is the divine order, no place on earth could be selected more
tuitable or better adupted for such an amn%ement than M¢. Sinai, and its
adjoining territory. It is a place so isolated, separated from other coun-
tries, that such a work undertaken would, for a time, at least, attract but
little attention among other nations. It lies at the same time contiguons
to the inheritance of David’s Son, which at the time will be sorely pressed
by the Antichrist with its confederated power. The Holy Land occupied,
as it then will be, by the forces of enemies, and all other lands having their
kingdoms or civil power in full sway, forbids in them a peaceful, previouns
arrangement as indicated ; and /ience this locality, surronnded by its sandy
deserts, under no special civil jurisdiction, occupied only by wanderin
tribes, is well adapted to secure, as it once did before, unintarrupted facil-
sties for a preliminary national organization. Besides this, it 1s a place
dready highly distinguished, having enj«:{ed the presence of God, and
baving witnessed the entrance of God and people into the desirable Theo-
tratic relationship, being honored by the camp of the elect nation, and the
manifestations of the King, made memorable by the giving of the law, and
expressly pronounced, in view of its associations, to be *‘ koly.”” In all




18 - THE THEOCRATIC KINGDOM. [Pror. 16

respects, therefore, considering that the nations will then be hostile to t
Saviour (in fact arrayed against Him), it is of all places the one most su:
able to be used for such a purpose. 'The question is, do the Scriptures gi
us suificient intimations to believe the Proposition? We shall present t.
reasons for holding to such a belief, premismg (1) that they are nof near
0 indistinctive as predictions relating to the First Advent ; and (2) that,
mistaken in this particular, if cannot affect our main leading argumer
which is independent of the discussion of minor points relating to the ord
or introduction of the Kingdom, upon which differences of opinion a
reasonably to be anticipated. ‘

The critical student will observe (what Mede on the one hand, and Brown on t
other, insist on) that Dan. 2 : 44 particularly declares that ¢ in the days of these ki
shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom.” That is, previous to the final ending of t
Roman Empire, of Gentile domination, of the horns that arise, this kingdom will
already commenced, organized. These writers, Bengel, and many others, declare t}
the position assigned fo the time of setting up the Messianic Kingdom must be maintain
in order to meet the conditions annexed. This Sinaitic view meets them fully, and
the only place, and under the only oircumstances possible, in view of the conflicts
Idumea and Palestine. It harmonizes all the predictions, and presents us with an ec
Scriptural solution of what otherwise would be full of difficulties.

0Obs. 2. In considering this subject, some preliminary matters must
duly regarded, viz. (1) That the most prominent students of prophecy a
now aﬁreed that the Second Advent, to be appreciated, must be comp:
hended in its several phases, being at first secret, hidden to carry o
certain purposes, and finally open, revealed. The reasons for this bel
are given under Prop. 130. (2) That the First Advent, embracing with
itself about thirty-three years, teaches us not folimit the acts of Jesus
the Second within a brief period of time ; and that His preparatory prive
life of about thirty years before His open manifestation to the natic
should lead us not to circumscribe His Second Advent to an immedi:
open Revelation, unless a comparison of Scripture makes it absoluti
necessary. (3) That if it be admitted that the establishment of the Thec
racy at Mt. Sinai was a pattern of something that should follow in t
future (which nearly all writers confess however much they may differ
the ultimate fulfilment), fken an open door is at once presented for t
introduction of our Proposition. (4) That the passaies bearing on t!
subject are to be considered in their general scope, in their connection wi
countext and analogy, and shall involve no contradiction of Scripture.

The student will also observe the following : (1) that dispensations may, as thé Jew
and Gospel overlap each other for some years ; (2) that this Theocratic Kingdom is
organized before the times of the Gentiles are ended ; (3) the breaking and consum
process upon which the Kingdom immediately enters, is expressive of a previous orgs
zation—for it is evidently an intelligent organized force that is set in motion agai
the kings of the earth and their armies ; (4) Rev. 10 : 7 implies, in view of finishing
mystery of God (which appertains to the Kingdom), that to the believing there will
such a manifestation, that before the epoch is concluded this will be done ; (5) the Com
ot the Son of Man in His Kingdom (implying a previous organization) is to be dist
guished from His thief-like Coming.

Obs. 3. The Bible seems to declare that Jesus, the Messiah, at I
Second Advent, will especially exhibit Zwo acts or phases in this Comir
and Ddetween these two, He and His saints will pass the tnfervening peri
al Mt. Sinai. That he comes ‘‘ as a thief "’ for the removal of the sail
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is clearlg taught, and that He also openl{ comes with these saints on the
Mt. of Olives (Zech. 14 : 4) is unmistakably announced. But He and His
saints are also represented as being af M¢. Sinai. A comparison of Script-
ure shows, that when the saints are removed by the power of resurrection
and translation, they do not remain ¢n ‘‘ the air,”” but are conveyed fo M.
Sinai, where, a8 at the establishment of the Theocracy, positions are
assigned, the Eingship and priesthood inaugurated, the instructions given
preparatorg to the ushering in of ‘‘ the dispensation of the fulness of times.’’
After all the preparations are completed, and the time hus come for ¢ the
manifestation of the sons of God,’’ the deliverance of the Jewish nation,
the destruction of Antichrist, this associated body of Rulers with the King
of kings at their head (Rev. 19) present themselves to the confusion of all
enemies, and to the joy of the ancient elect nation. Let the reader ponder
the 68th Psalm, and its references to Mt. Sinai. This Psalm, allowing its
prophetic character, was never fulfilled, as is generally supposed, at the
;[Lpearing of God in the wildernesz at the institution of the Theocracy.

e reasons are the following : (1) the description is foo ezalted to meet
the facts as they transpired in the wilderness, in the march to Canaan, and
in obtaining possession of the land. The comparative feebleness and re-
peated transgressions of the nation ; their inability, owing to sin, to extend
their power as here predicted ; the continued existence of their enemies ;
their final subjection to other natioms, etc.—all this is opposed to the
spirit of the Psalm. () The Psalm is Messianic, and relates not to the
past but to ¢the future. This is proven by the direct reference and appE]:ica-
tion of a portion of the Psalm to Christ. This is done by Paul in Eph.
4:9, where he applies it as significant of results produced g the resurrec-
tion and ascension of Jesus, The Spirit thus gives us a kiy to its inter-
pretation. (3) Its reference to the future is evinced by its allusion to the
resurrection (v. 20) ; the great slaughter and complete overthrow of all
enemies (v. 1-3, 14, 21-23, 30) ; the restoration of the Jewish nation (see
v. 22 and notice force of ‘¢ again’’) although oppressed by a multitude
(“eea’) ; the restoration of Theocratic rule (v. 24-35) ; the kings of the
earth bringing presents, and the extended, world-wide dominion exerted
(v. 20-35). n the other hand, what is here delineated to occur corre-
sponds fully and accurately in every respect with the predictions pertaining
to the ushering in of the Millennial age or Christ’s Kingdom. Then, we
know, the enemies will indeed be removed as here described ; then the exalta-
tion, the purity, beauty, rejoicing, safety, and power of the righteous will be
vitn a8 here portrayed ; then the dwelling of God with man, the exer-
tion of supernatural power, the power of delivering from death, the
restoration of the ple, the universal dominion, the re-organization of
the nation under ralers, kings coming to gresent their allegiance and wor-
ship at Jerusalem, nations submitti;ig themselves, the praise and glory
manifested —all this, as here predicted, will come to pass. Hence seeing
that the general tenor of the Psalm does not suit the history of the past, in
the non-fulfilmont of large portions of it, but faithfully descriges the
futare, it is not an arbitrary act to interpret verses 8 and 17 as also
realized in the future, and this the more readily because this Advent
accords with what is ascribed to Christ at His Second Coming. Let the
mighty King come as predicted in other places, and there is nothing in
these verses, umless it be Zhe locality designated, which differs from the
others. But why object to the specified locality? Can a reason be as-
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signed for the rejection of it in such a connection? No, we are content t
receive it as it reads, believing that as Sinai at the inauguration of th
Theocracy witnessed ths presence of the Theocratic King, so when God
Son comes to restore the Theocratic rule * even Sinai ifself 18 moved ¢
the presence of God, the God of Israel” (v. 8.), and in view of His su
roundings it can be said (v. 17) * the chariots of God are twenty thousan
s‘r:é/riads) even thousands of angels (even many thousands or thousands

avenly powers); the Lord 18 among them as 1n’’ (or simply, “ in” or ‘‘ .
Sinai among the holy mountains,”’ as rendered by Lederer) ‘‘ Sinai in ti
holy place.”* Accepting of the Psalm as a prophetic announcement of ti
future, it is impossible, without violence, to rid ourselves of the persuasio
that at the future Advent the Messiah will appear not only on the Mt. «
Olives, but anfecedently on Mt. Sinai, where evidently the gatherir
together occurs, with which gathered body Christ is afterward accompanie
In all this, there is eminent propriety, if we but consider that this Theocrat
Kingdom is to be restored and manifested through the Seed of David, ar
hence in its relations to humanity and to the Jewish race, necessari
requires an outward exhibition of its earthly reinauguration. There
also a peculiar fitness in the chaice of place where this is done, inasmuc
a8 Sinai ifself 18 identified with the organization pertaining to Theocrat
rulership.*

1 Reineke, Proph. Times, Nov., 1864, p. 163, renders *‘ The horsemen of God are t'
ocompanies of myriads, thousands of changed ones ; the Lord in them 8inai in holines:
or *“ The horsemen of God are two companies of thousands of myriads ; the Lord
them Sinai in holiness.’’ Rabbi Greenabaum renders the verses : ‘‘ The -earth quake¢
also the heaven dropped at the presence of God ; yea this Sinai, at the presence of G¢
the God of Israel.” *“The chariots of God are two myriads ; thousands of angels foll
him ; the Lord is amonithem, so is 8inai holy among mountains.” Lange’s Com., Ex:
has ‘“ Yon Sinai before the face of Elohim, the God of Israel,”’ and * The Chariots of G
are myriads, thousands and again thousands, the Lord among them, a 8inai in sanctit;

* Binai was even esteemed holy before the giving of the law (Stanley’s Sinai ¢
Palestine, p. 48, Josephus, Anl., 3, v. 1), and the only reason that can be satisfactor
assigned is that pertaining to its foreknown Theocratic nsage, making it a special favox
of God’s. What a distingnished place Mt. Sinai will be in the future ages! The pl
of God's marriage (8o according to Oriental usage, the inauguration of a Ruler), with {
Jewish nation ; the place where Jesus' marriage takes place before the bridal processi
proceeds to Jerusalem. God in view of this, may, as we anticipate, adorn the wildern
and make it a place of resort. We cannot help but feel that Elijah will again, under
different circumstances, visit this place. This prophet visited Horeb (Smith's Bib. 1
makes Sinai and Horeb—tbe latter standing in the shadow of the former—to be u:
interchangeably as e.g. Deut. 1 : 3, 6, 19, and 4 : 10, 15, and 9 : 8, and 29 : 1, 1 Kil
8:9,and19: 8, and 2 Chron. § : 10 ; Mal. 4 :%;rhen &)ersecnted (1 Kings 19), and
‘‘ the mount of God ' found special nearness to God, and realized that, amid the gen«
defection, God had reserved for Himself a people. How changed the relations, and w
a glorious reservation he will there mest ! If faithful our glad eyes will behold the sai
and our glad hearts will associate with those *‘ myriads.”’

Ols. 4. 1f this deduction were founded simply on one passage it mig
suggest doubt, but we find it sustained in other places. Thus take De
33 :1-2, which embraces the blessings pronounced on the several trib
and which from other predictions we know shall only be fully realized
the restoration of the nation af the Second Coming of its King. N
these blessings are introduced by a description which, however applica
in some particulars to the giving of the law, was never verified in the p:
For we read : ‘‘ The Lor(g came from Sinai and rose up from Sier u
them, He shined forth from Mt. Paran, and He came with ten thousand:
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aaints ; from His right hand went a fiery law to them,”’ etc. Such a Com-
ing with myriads of saints is only predicated of the still future Advent.
We have no account of any other, and this correspondence with what will
occur at the predicted Second Advent of Jesus (when myriads of saints
are with Him) 18 indicative of its intended application. In Hab. 3 : 3 we
have another allusion. Intending to refer to the chapter at length in
another place, it is sufficient to say that the opinion so generally hefd that
it refers to the past manifestation of God at Mt. Sinai and in the wilder-
pess, i8 ullerly untenable. Aside from various considerations, the simple
fict that the prophet himself locates it in the future and prays (v. 16) that
be may find deliverance when it takes place, is ample to remove tho pre-
vailing interpretation. It mostcertainly—if we preserve its unity and com-
pare with other Scripture—pertains to the future Advent. The prophet
tells us *‘ God came jg'om Teman (or the South) and the Holy Ons from Mt.
Paran,” at a time when an overthrow of enemies and a deliverance is
experienced on a scale so great that the past sinks into insignificance before
it. Even Judges 5 : 4, 5, may in the mind of the Spirit be far-reaching ;
and many predictions respecting ‘‘ the wilderness” may have a deeper,
more significant meaning than is usually attached to them. Let there be
such a restoration of Theocratic rule i1naugurated at Mt. Sinai, and it
imparts new force to Isa. 35 : 1 *‘ the wilderness and the solitary place shall
be glad for them and the desert shall rejoice,’’ etc., or to Isa. 32 : 15, 16
‘“ the wilderness (shall) be a fruitful field,” * then judgment shall dwell in
the twilderness,’’ or to Isa. 35 : 6 *‘ for in the wilderness shall waters (i.e.
people) break out and streams 1in the desert.” In view of the apportionment
of the stations, etc., in the Kingdom at such a time and place, it may even
be questioned whether the planting in the wilderness of those several trees
mentioned by Isa. 41 : 19, 20 is not to be intergreted of the assignments of
rank, etc., in this Theocracy, seeing that the Spirit likens in other places
the saints to “ Trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord’’ (Isa. 61 :
3. and men and rulers are thus designated. The specific mention of
rejoicing, shouting, singing, etc., in the wilderness at some period still
future is seen, if this idea is accepted, to be highly a})propriate, and what
nnder the circumstances is to be anticipated. Surely *‘ the grace in the
wilderness,” Jer. 31 : 2, which is yet, as the prophecy indicates, to be
reslized by the Jewish nation in an unexampled restoration ; the pleading
in the wilderness, Ezek. 20 : 35-36) still future with that people ; the
epeaking comfortably to His people in the wilderness, Hos. 2 : 14—this,
with similar intimations, should teach us that the wilderness, just as in the
beginning, is an important feature strikingly associated with the re-estab-
lithment of the Theocracy.?

! Lederer, The Israelile Indeed, Dec., 1863, p. 141, renders it : ¢ Jehovah is coming from
Sinai, and rises unto them from Seir ; He beams from Mt. Paran, and comes Tﬁmt from
the myriads of saints, from His right hand (the) fire statue unto them, " eto. is ¢ flery
lsw'* or ¢ fire statue'’ is also, a8 every one can see, a distingtiishing characteristic of the
Sec. Advent with the saints, being expressive of  judgments.”’

*Hos. 2 : 14 deserves special attention, and the connection evidently shows the time
of fulfilment to be in the future. If the student observes two things he cannot fail to
catch its spirit. (1) The elect now gathered being engrafted, and thus become identified
with the true Israel, are inseparable with this period of blessing ; (2) the time of this
marriage, Pre-Millennial, as noticed Props. 118, 169, eto. Ps.74 : 14 will be impressively
realized : “° Thou breakest the heads of leviathan in Pieces, and gavest him to be meat to
the people inhabiting (sojourning in) the wilderness."
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0bs. 5. Isa. 63 : 1-6 cannot possibly, without the grossest inconsistency.
be applied to the First Advent of Jesus. For, aside from other reasons, it
is not true that He then came in anger, fury and vengeance, and shed the
blood of His enemies, until His own garments were stained, seeing that
His mission was one of love, mercy and submission to death. Butat His
Second Advent numerous passages expressly mention wrath, vengeance or
enemies, and a fearful slanghter and supper. It is therefore a descriptior
only applicable to the Second Advent, as the early Church taught (se
Prop. 121)'. But the prophet in vision sees Him Coming from the direc
tion of Mt. Sinai, asking : *‘ Who vs this that cometh from Edom, with dye
garments from Bozrah?’ Indeed, when we come to compare Scriptur
with Scripture, we have the roufe taken by the mighty King from M!
Sinai until He arrives at Jerusalem clearly pointed out. Prophecy die
tinctly mentions Mt. Sinai, Paran, the Wilderness, Mt. Seir, Edom, Tema
or the South, Bozrah, giving us @ direct route from Sinai northward t
Palestine. This does not occur by chance, but is descriptive of what sha
truly take place. Having the Mig ty One with His Saints manifested ¢
Sinal, and also by way of the wilderness of Paran on throngh Idumea,
seems to us faithless not to accept of these things. Especially when w
find an under-current of prophecy, which serves to bring them out in mo:
distinctive proportions.? TEus, e.g. in * the new thing’’ (Isa. 43 : 18-21
which God is to perform, He *‘ will even make a way in the wildernes
rivers (notice its figurative meaning) in the desert.* I give waters in t.
wilderness and rivers in the deserts, to give drink to my people, my chose
This people have I formed for myself ; they shall show forth my praise.
Here we have intimated under impressive figures the blessings that will rest
from a re-formation of Theocratic rule out of a people expressly raised 1
(and gathered) for this purpose, and this is done ¢n the wilderness, I
very place where the Theocracy was ori?inally tnstituted. If such a restor
tion as the Proposition states is really contemplated and intended, cou
the language of the prophet be more ezpressive of the fact? The sain
that body of ‘“ peculiar people’’ and engrafted, thus constituting the ** 2
nation’’ (and thus forming ‘‘ @ river,” etc., in the figurative fanguage
Scripture), gathered to Mt. Sinai, and associated with Christ in tke f
mative reorganization of the fallen Theocracy, would fulfil in the m
impressive manner such predictions. Then again, if we turn to Isa. 4
3, 1t is extremely doubtful whether we have more than a mere typical f
filment in John’s mission. And, when the prediction is carefully studied
the li§ht of other predictions, the doubt resolves itself into a certainty t
this also (whatever inchoate fulfilment there may be) refers to this period
time. Let the reader notice (1) that this cry in the wilderness, etc., is tal
as commentators, Barnes, etc., inform us from the approach of a mig
Com}lueror, and ¢s expressive of irresistible power and a triumphant mar.
&’3 that the preparations are suitably completed, and ‘‘ths glory of
rd shall be revealed’’ so that ‘ all flesh shall ses it ;”’ (3) that before
march of Jehovah, all flesh being as grass, opposition shall be overcor
4) and the results of this trinmphal appearance in deliverance and r
0 say that all ¢his was strictly fulfilled at the First Advent, having be:
us the rejection of John, and Jesus, in the triumph of enemies, and
such experience of deliverance of the nation, etc., as delineated, is
tainly a lowering and alterin§ of the prophecy. On the other hand,
offer of the Kingdom at the First Advent necessitated a typical represe

A
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tion of this act in the wilderness (and hence applied to John), but owing
to the foreknown unbelief and sinfulness of the nation otk the Kingdom
and the real preparatory acts here predicted were postponed. Jesus did not
exhibit Himself as the King ; His glory was concealed under humilia-
tion ; the time had not yet arrived for such a trinmphal passage ; He Him-
self locating it in the future at His Sec. Coming. Admit such a re-estab-
lishment of the Theocracy at Mt. Sinai in the wilderness—consider the
route from there through the wilderness to Judea, and ¢ken the prophecy
shines forth with a clearness and vividness that is startling. ¢ The Voice of
him that crieth in the wilderness,' Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God’’—the completeness of the
rrepamtion. the majestic march revealing the glory of the Lord, the help-
essness of His enemies contrasted with His power, the reward bestowed,
the blessed rule and safety experienced ; afl enincs such an exalted con-
dition of manifested King I: authority, ete., and connected with, as a start-
ing point, the wilderness, that it is only to be fulfilled in the future. At
least such a fulfilment accords with the glory of the Lord, and His work as
connected with the Second Advent, and we can see no valid reason to
reject its indentification, in some way, with the wilderness, as the placo

rom whence this King of kings comes, and before whom ‘* a highway,”’
ike that of a mighty conqueror, shall be opened. Such passages include
the idea, that the authoritative manifestation of Theocratic rule is exhibited,
before it issues forth from the desert. It is a form ready for action beforo
it emerges from the wilderness. Considering the formation of the Theoc-
racy with its added hosts of kings and priests in 8o isolated a place, seclud-
ed from the observation of the nations, and its sudden and overwhelming
appearance, it may be a question whether Christ had not this initiator
stage in view when He told the Pharisees, ** the Kingdom of God cometh
not with observation,’’ seeing that it is not only divinely instituted, but
this is done in a secluded manner and place, so that when it appears it is
already so organized as to be irresistible, ete."

1The reader will find information in Lange’s Com. Isa. ch. 63, showing that Calvin,
Musculus, Schultetus, and others, rejected the idea of its apilioation to the pussion of
Jesus, and Vitringa expressly says : ‘‘ the hero is not set forth as suffering but as acting,
not as sprinkled with His own but with the blood of enemies, not as satisfying the
justice of God for sins but as executing the justice of God in ‘pum‘ahi enemies.’’  Ziethe
is quoted as saying : ‘‘ Our text (Isa. 63 : 1-6) bids us (1) To look on the Man of Sorrows,
who redeemed us ; (2) To contemplate in faith the great work which He has accom-
plished for us ; (3) For this to render to Him the thank-offering which we owe Him"—
upon which the American editor (Rev. Moore) justly observes : ¢‘ It is strange that an
eminent modern preacher should so misrepresent the teaching of this passage. If we wish
to lead men to contemplate Christ as the Man of Sorrows, by whose blood we are
redeemed, we should choose a passage of Scripture that exhibits Him in this character.
But it is either culpable ignorance, or something worse, to affirm that the Scripture
before ns contains the lessons set forth in the above mentioned heads of a sermon.”
Many, alas deserve this rebuke and even Bh. Hobart (Works, vol. 3. p. 298), hasa
sermon arbitrarily applying it to the sacrifice on the cross. Steir is of the opinion that
the one who is seen as coming is Christ, ‘‘ coming from the fulfilment of what is related
Rev. 14 : 20, and 19 : 18, 21.”’ ‘‘ The destruction of Antichrist is regarded by Delitzsch
simply as the New Test. counterpart to this piece.” And Weber is thus quoted : ‘“ The
hecy which is here directed against Edom is to be regarded as a prophecy of the
judgment which will befall the antichristian, persecuting world in the last days. On
this account the Seer of the New Test., John, has described the Lord as coming to judge
the world after the model of Isa. 63 (Rev. 19).” The Amer. editor says : ‘‘ Messiah is
the conqueror of Edom as Balaam of old predicted (Numb. 24 : 17, 18). XNot till He
raises up the fallen tabernacle of David, is possession in the highest sense taken of Edom
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and of all the heathen (Amos 9 : 11,192). As‘we understand the Lord’s work of destruc
tion depioted in Ps, 110 : 5, 6, so must we understand the judgment on Edom her
desoribed.’”” We only add, that nearly all expositors not knowing what else to do wit
the names ‘ Edom” and *‘ Bosrah'’ have regarded them as mystical or figurative term
expressive of enemies, but this view gives a deeper significance to them—just as th
names relating to the First Advent. Hannah's prayer will be verified (1 Sam. 2), an
the nations (Zeph. 3 : 8, etc.), be crushed under the long predicted (Deut 32 : 41-4:
vengeance. If the reader turn to Props. 115 and 163, he will find by connesting the san
with this one, additional reasons for our position.

* The student will observe that the place where the First Advent occurred is bu
indirectly given, and that all other acoounts of the same imply the coming first to Betl
lehem. 8o in the Sec. Advent, when the locality is once stated that is amply sufficien
and all other predictions imply it. This at once opens a wide field for reference whic
can only be indicated. Thus e.g. take Isa. 63 : 1-6, and notice in connection the ve
geance, the Redemption, ete. This oomgmred with numerous parallel passages presen
us additional points of identification. Such a comparison having been instituted und:
various Propositions, it is not requisite to repeat. Several passages not before specifie
may briefly be suggested : Isa. 42 : 11, is remarkable, as the context indicates that ‘ ne
things"” are to be performed, introducing Millennial blessedness and glory, worthy of ¢
new song.” This is done in the manner we have advocated : ‘* The Lord shall go for
as 8 mighty man, He shall stir up jealousy like a man of war, He shall cry, yea war ; I
shall prevail against His enemies,’’ etc. (see context). But notice verse 11, and i
manifest allusions (as Bh. Lowth, and others), to the desert of Arabia Deserta, to tl
rocky country of Arabia Petrma, etc., and surely the careful student of the Word mu
be impressed that some deep reason underlies such references. What other reason
applicable as the one advocated by us? For aught we know, such references as Zec
9 : 14, going ‘* with whirlwinds of the South ;’ as Ps. 126 : 4, *‘ as streams in the South
and similar phraseology, may contain allusions which a fulfilment will render expressi
in this direction. * The student will not overlook Isa. 9 : 1 (Delitzsch's rendering), Is
59 : 16-20 (comp Lowth and the Chaldee).

3 Delitzsch’s rendering is impressive : ‘* Behold I work out a new thing : will ye n
live to see it’’ (resurrection)? ‘ Yea, I make a road through the desert,’” eto.

4 Lowth and Noyes separate the clause as follows : A voice crieth, “ In the wildernt
prepare ye the way of Jehovah,” and Barnes loci declares ‘‘ the parallelism seems to requi
the translation proposed by Lowth.' This, if correct, would add to its significancy. !
Delitzach : ‘“ Hark a crier | In the wilderness prepare ye a way for Jehovah, make smoo
in the desert a road for our God.” .

§ An additional reason is found in Prop. 163 on the meaning of * Armageddon” (whi
see), and to this idea of *“the Assembling’’ or *the Guthering”” many passages refer,
e.g. Ps. 110 : 3 (Barker's Bible, London 1815, renders), * Thy people shall. come willing
at the time of the assembling thine army in holy beauty,” eto. Ps. 46 according to the ti
refers to “ the hidden ones or virgins,’' and is highly expressive of this period (comp. I
26 :20, 21 ; Jer. 2 : 3 ; Luke 21 : 36, etc.). Even the ‘fleeing to the mountain’’ of ]
11 : 1, if we are to receive some renderings, may refer to this withdrawal. The passag
which speak of the removal and hiding of God's people just before the last great tribu
tion breaks forth might be used as illustrative of this period. Here, indeed, they wot
be in safety and honor. The world will be more or less unconscious of this gatheri
the days of Noah repeating themselves, and persistent unbelief in such a preparati
existing until too late. The secrecy of all this, is plainly implied, even in the meeting
the Bridegroom and those that were ready, which no one of the world will witne
Those taken to Mt. Sinai are pre-eminently favored, and as then * the door will be shu
it will be too late for others to be added to the special blessed number. These are 1
firstfruits’’ of the harvest—specially belonging to the Lord—the harvest itself—*{
great multitude''—follows later in the divine order. Various passages relating to t
subject are worthy of consideration, such as Isa. 16 : 1-5 ; Iea. chs. 34, 85, 13, etc. Wi
these things are realized, men will be amazed to find Aow and minulely, all this ]
been described in the Word. and yet how liltle it has been noticed and appreciated, j
a8 the things relating to the First Advent were overlooked. . .

There is only one difficulty, suggested by a friend (Dr. Morehead), viz.,, that in R
19 at the open Advent of Jesus and His saints it is represented that ‘* heaven opene
and *‘ the armies in heaven followed Him,” so that He and the saints literally come fr
the third heaven and not from Sinai, etc. But this is simply to overlook the symboli
meaning of the word ¢ heaven'’ as used in Revelation. If we are to give it this meani

A
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then e.g. ch. 12 : 7 there was literally  war in heaven," ch. 4 : 1, 2, John was literally in
heaven, etc. Hence all commentators e.g. Barnes, e, eto., refer the expression to
the introduction of a new vision and its relation to the heavenly powers. Faber, etc.,
give us correct ideas of its reference, and, for aught we know. if reference is made to
the same heaven mentioned in ch. 6 : 13, it would be sustained if the symbolical import
is accepted, and even if the literal, without including the third heaven (for Jesus and
His saints can and will come transported in the aerial by supernatural power). A con-
sistent interpretation of the Word in accordance with its usage (see Prop. 107) in the book
will remove the objection ; and we are not to force the language, just as we do not that
which relates or pertains to the sword out of His mouth, ete. It is a symbolical repre-
sentation of the authority, majesty, power, eto., of the Advent.

Obs. 6. This view instead of conﬂictinE with the other predictions,
serves fo illustrate and enforce them. Take, e.g. Dan. 7, and there is
something remarkable in the structure of the prophecy, which on any
other hypothesis baffles interpretation. The investiture (Prop. 83) of the
Son of Man, David’s Son, with the Kingdom, and the bestowment of
judgment or rulership upon the saints associated with Him, is done 3y
the Anciant of Days, for the Kingdom is given by Him to the Son of Man
and His saints. But this is done here on the earth—as the representation
in its entire scope demands—even while the Antichristian power, so
arrogant and hostile, is in existence and holds sway over the nations. A
difficulty at once presents itself, 2ow could such an investiture which pre-
supposes an order of arrangements, etc., take place without exciting imme-
diate attention and attack from the enemy if conducted within his terri-
tory and in a public manner. The prophecy implies on its face a perfectly
free unembarrassed, and even unexpected by the enemy, accomplishment of
preliminary arrangements pertaining to the Kingdom. Admit that Sinai
and the wilderness is the locality where the Ancient of Days invests
David’s Son and His own with Theocratic power, and bestows upon Him
and the saints the convenanted dominion, and the difficulty vanishes.
The prophet looks in vision at the horn, and then, looking away from
bhim, turns to gaze upon the prophetic picture presented at Mt. Sinai with-
out specifying the localitx ; thus passing from one to the other without a
commingling of them. Although the investiture (i.e. the public official
recognition in the eEresence of holy intelligences) is on the earth, yet it is
effectually concealed from the interference and annoyance of the power-
ful enemy which it is to destroy. Such an explanation, to say the least, is
more natural and reasonable—if the Theocracy is indeed to be restored
in David’s Son—than that usually given, which, against the Coming of the
Ancient One and the evident description of scenes witnessed on eartk,
makes this a transaction in the third heaven. When the Theocracy was
originally established, it was done amid the most solemn and glorious
manifestations, and M?. Sinai was purposely selected for the same ; now
when the same Theocracy is to be reorganized in the most august manner
under the leadership of the King specially provided, is ¢ not reasonable
that (instead of the third heaven or the air, etc.) it should be effected in
precisely the sams place and with exhibitions of splendor and power far
more impressive than any hitherto given.' Is it not also suitable that such
an arrangement when taking place on earth, should receive the most solemn
outward official sanction of the Most High Godf*

! There is nothing whatever in the Scriptures which teaches directly or indireotly that
Jesus during this interval is in the third heaven, Wilson (Proph. Times, N. 8., Aug., 1877,
p. 183), correctly makes an extended period between the two stages, but misled by the







