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Devicatey.

Rev. AND Drar Sir: As a token of personal regard, of due appreciation for coun-
sel received and words of encouragement given in hours of decy despondency, of indebted.
ness for valuable wnstruction in Theology, rich suggestions in friendly and Christian con-
verse, and for a true brotherly treatment (when needed because of the views presented within
the following pages), you will ezcuse the liberty taken in dedicating the following volume to
yourself. The esteem and love of years urge me to manifest my gratitude in this manner.
Besides this, to your instructions are many indebted for being impressed with the mazim
given by Bacon : * I hold everyman to be a debtor to his profession, from the which, as men
of course do seck to receive countenance and profit, so ought they of duly to endeavor
themselves by way of amends to bea help and ornament thereto,” The feeling thus expressed,
honorable since it manifests a proper love, you Rave constantly instilled, and which, if
even exhibited in weak and imperfect efforts, must prove a source of gratification to you,
being, at least, evidence that your precepts are remembered by your pupils. These volumes,
and others in course of Wrdm are only an oulgrowth of the spirit inculcated by your-
self, and as such will meet with your favorable notice. “Not that I presume that everything
contained in this work will meet with your approval, for in a work abounding with somany
topics (all in the field of controversy), it is scarcely likely that we should be of the sams
opinion on every point; but I presums on that enlightened and Christian spirit which
prompied you frequently to assert that truth never will suffer when investigations after it
are carried on with reverence and submission to the paramount authority of Revelation.
For, as you once ingeniously remarked, even if the result of such discussion should be one-
sided, or to some exient erroneous, it will lead others to enter into a renewed ezamination of
the subject and to a more correct statement of the matter. In your official and private rela-
tions you have exemplified, what is justly regarded as a happy sententious saying, ** In essen-
tials, unity ; in non essentials, liberty ; in all things, charity ; and therefore I feel assured
that my present tender of affection, with the imperfections atiached to it, will not prove an
exception o your uniformly charitable regard.

With deep respect and brotherly affection 1 subscribe myself
Most fraiernally yours,
GEO. N. H. PETERS.







“®obo uccessible is the lngunge of Scriptore, ulthongly feb cam penetrate indo its
depths. ®WAbut it contuins, open fo all, it ntters Like an intimute friend, to the feart
of leatned and anlearned mlike, Jnd folut it conceals in mpsteries it does not present
in lofty language, fohich the slnggish and mduught mind dure not approach, Lke 2
panper before & man of tealth; but inbites all in simple specch, fohom it nourishes,
not only by manifest trath, but excites by concenled truth—the same trath heing some-
fimes more manifest, sometimes more concenled.”-—Augustine Epis. 137 fo Volusi-
anus, sec. 18.—Quoted by Dr. NEANDER, p. 214, Mem. of Ch. Life.

** Something of the foture must [be in him toho boonld bencfit bis age.”—ROTHE,
in Stills Stunde. '

“®e stand ngon the position thut there is w positibe rebelntion, bohich is not the
most Ddistinguished product of remsonm, but a dibine fork of redemption by bim bohom
foe appenl fo us fhe Son of Fan und the Son of God, boho ‘died for our sins and
tose again for our justifiation.” 3t is in the Foly Scriptures thut boe find the rebe-
Intion foljich supplies 1he immortal foants of our conscience. Apostolical Ehristiamity
does not come fo ns ms the fust theological elnboration, the first spstem in u series.
&t is Christianity itself and consequently the grimitibe tppe, from fobich twe onght neber
fo foander. ¥t is the norm und rule of Theology. Within these [imits for frecly
admit the Liberty of thought. Wariety of opinions hus nothing bohich frightens us:
and foe foould regard nmiformity and wranimity on secondary points us u fearful e6il”
—M. DE PRESSENSE.
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THE

THEOCRATIC KINGDOM

OF OUR

LORD JESUS THE CHRIST.

Provrosrrion 107.  The passages referring to heaven in connection
with the saints do mnot conflict with, but confirm our doctrine
of the Kingdom.

In urging this Kingdom it is said that such promises as Matt.
5:12 tt. 19 : 21, etc., refer to the third heaven, and from
thence it is inferred that the Kingdom is the state of the saved,
triumphant Church in heaven. But we have already shown (Prop.
108, etc.{lthat Covenant and prophecy describe a Kingdom here on
the earth ‘‘ wunder the whole heaven”; that for wise purposes the

ingdom has been fpostpo')wd ; that Christ now remains in heaven
until the period of manifestation arrives; that He comes from
heaven and the Kingdom is inherited—these and other reasons
indicate that there is no conflict between the two, but that, as
;{)eciﬁcally announced (as e.g. Zech. 14 : 5) the saints come with

im, and ¢ken follows the reign over the earth (as e.g. Zech. 14 :
9)—hence such passages must not be understood as embracing or
inferring the Kingdom itself.

0bs. 1. That large class of writers who concede the renewal of the earth
and its occupancy by the saints, etc., do not, of course, press these pas-
sages to an eternal inheritance and Kingdom in the third heaven. The
concessions that they make are all that are requisite for our view (Props.
140-152).

0bs. 2. The meaning of the phrase ‘ Kingdom of heaven,”” and its
derivation have already been given (Props. 19, 45, etc.); we now only add
that those nearest to the latter, viz., the Jews, disciples, and the early
Church, found no difficulty in the phrase in ap(rlying it to a Kingdom
here on earth established under Divine auspices and power.



12 ‘ THE THEOCRATIO KINGDOM. [Prop. 107.

It was only when men proceeded to forsake the Covenant and to spiritualize the prom-
ises that ** heaven’’ (i.e. the third heaven) was substituted for the Kingdom, and even
applied to present believersin the Church. When Augustine, Ambrose, and others (Cum-
ming's Lec. on Romanism, p. 206) could interpret the word ‘‘ heaven” in the Lord's
Prayer to mean ‘‘ the souls of all believers,” it was very easy to erect' the Papal views
upon the same. It is surprising, however, that eminent Protestant theologians should
follow such a i)(c:rversion of Scripture, so that even Knapp (Ch. Theol., 8. 159, 2, (2) etc.)
transfers the Kingdom to heaven, thus expressing the opinion of a vast multitude, but
forgetting his own concessions (8. 155, 2, (2) ) of the renewal of the earth for a ‘¢ beauti-
fied abode of man” and ‘‘ a Kingdom at the end of the world.”’ It certainly is contra-
dictory to adopt botk views, for if the Kingdom is in the third heaven it cannot be on
the earth, and if it is on the renewed earth, it certainly is not in heaven. The pure Pop-
ish view does not involve such an antagonism (seeing that it places the Kingdom forever
in heaven), while this Protestant application, half Popish and half Chiliastic, is palpably
contradictory.

Obs. 3. In the consideration of this subject it must not be overlooked,
that ‘ heaven’’ is employed as a symbol or figure of honor, station, author-
ity, power, and political or civil supremacy. This is admitted by numer-
ous writers, thus e.g. Horne (Index to Symb. Lang., Introd., vol. 2, p.
465) makes it denote in Isa. 51 :16 ‘‘ a political universe,’”’ ¢‘ a Kingdom
and polity ’’; Alexander, Com. Isa., 34 : 4, refers it to political states or
authorities and Kingdoms ; several Coms. explain ¢‘ the war in heaven,’’
the casting out of heaven into the earth of Rev. 12 :7-9, to denote the
overthrow of Satan from power, etc.; Barnes, Rev. 6 : 14, makes it equiva-
lent to ‘‘ the high places of the earth,”” and explains this to mean places
of power, station, etc.; many writers regard the ‘‘ new heavens’’ of Isa. 65
and 66, as indicating prosperity, honor, exaltation, and others as delineat-
ing a new civil and religious union, etc. Such references, which can be
found in every variety and form, show that the word is also employed to
denote things on the earth. Ilence, Prof. Bush and others define it when
thus used, a symbol of ‘‘ a state or position of great conspicuity ’’; but we
incline rather to that of others which explain it as ‘*a position or state of
authority or dominion.”” In Luke 10 :18 ‘‘ I bekeld Satan as lightning
fall from heaven,”’ Neander explains: ‘‘ from the pinnacle of power
which he had thus far held among men.”’* This Observation is corrobora-
ted by the use made of the word in connection with Satan, as in Eph. 6 :
12 where he is represented as being in *“ the Leavenly places,” or ¢ heaven-
lies.”” See the marginal reading, and notice that it is the same place pre-
cisely that the saints shall occupy, Eph. 1:3. Satan now has the King-
doms or keavenlies of this world (hence the offer made at temptation); he
is ** the Prince of this world ”’; he is ‘‘ the Prince of the power of the air’’
(referring to the fact that the political powers, etc., typified by Sun, Moon,
and Stars, are in his power); and we are assured that the time is coming
when this power shall be faken from him and Le bestowed upon the
saints. It is promised to believers that they shall possess the greatness of
the Kingdom wnder the whole heaven ; that they shall occupy the high
places of the earth ; and this again is represented as an occupancy of the
‘ principalities and powers in the heavenlies” (Eph. 3 :10, 11), and as

* Barnes’s note Com. loci, is unsatisfactory, making the lightning fall from heaven in-
stead of Satan. Saying nothing of the quibble which destroys the force of Satan's falling,
we find that in other places Satan is spoken of as in heaven, as e.g. Rev. 12 : 7-9 ; Eph,
6 : 12, marg. reading, eto. .






