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TO

MY WIFE
THIS VOLUME IS MOST AFFECTIONATELY

Devicatey.

My DEar Wirx: Be not surprised when you see thix Dedication—this
token of my high esteem. You, above all others, deserve this mark of heart-
felt regard. When often discouraged in my labors, you sustained me with
your affection ; when bowed down wunder the attacks of bigotry, your love
raised me wp; when sorely depressed by the neglect of others, your sympa-
thetic attention revived me. You have ever taken a deep and abiding
interest in my work. Surely, in view of your faithfulness to me and the
communion of a common faith in the doctrines following, it is proper for
me to ezpress the constant desire, that yow may abundantly realize, in'a
JSuture happy experience, the blessings of the Kingdom here delincated.

THAT YOU, WHO HAVE LIVED SO MUCH IN MY HEART,

May enjoy the privileges of “the first-born” and thua reign with Christ;
that our relationship here may qualify ws the more for the fruition
of each other's society in the predicted Theocracy of our Lord
Jesus, the Christ, is the ardent prayer of your devoted

HUSBAND.






“ @here is no safe certuintie but of Scripture onlp, for amy considering man fo build
sgon.  This, thexefore, and this onlp, ¥ habe reason fo belicbe: this J bill professe; ac-
tording fo this J foill libe, umd for this ¥ boill not only tillingly, but chen gladly, losse mp
Iife, {hongh 3 should be sorry that Ehristians should fuhe it from me. Progose me angthing
ont of this book, and require folether d beliebe it or no, and sccare it neber so incomprehen-
sible to humane reason, § foill subscribe it hand and heart, us hnobing no demons ration can
be stronger than this, God hath said so, therefore it is true.  In other things I Mill fake no
man's libertie of judgment from him; neither shall ang man take mine from me. Y boill
think no maw 1he foorse man, nor the borsz Christime. ¥ foill lobe no man the lesse for
differing in opinion fith me. Jnd bt mensure ¥ meet to others F expect from them
againe.  § am fully ussored that God docs not, and therefore thut men ont not to require
ang more of ang maw, than this: to beliche the Scripture to be God's Wod, to cudenbor to
finde the true sense of it, and fo libe according o it."—CHILLINGWORTH.

“Timt portion of Feadenly Wisbom Mhich, nnder sucl cirramstances, sarbibes and is
therished, foill be just the first acticles of belief,—the Subing Rudiments of Spiritanl Xife.
©f these the Bead of the Clurch himself tahes care, lest faith should niterly disappear from
the earth. Mut beside the ineatimuble jefoel of elementury hnotoledge—the price of bhich
an neber be told—Ddots there not rest tithin the folds of the Fnspired Book an inexhuustible
stotr, foicly the industry of mun, piously dizected, ought fo elicit; but tobich if men neglect if,
the Ford il not foree ngon their notice? 3t is this hidden tremsnre fobich should aninute
the ambition of bigorous and debout minds. From such ut second hmnd the body of the
fuithfol are to receibe it, if at all; and if not so obtaimed for them and dealt out bp theic
teachers, notlying fill be more meager, unfiesd, ulmost infantile, than the faith of Ehris-
foms,”—IsAAC TAYLOR,
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INTRODUCTION.

IN this work it is proposed to show what the Covenants demand, and
what relationship the second coming, kingdom, and glory of ‘¢ The Christ'’
sustains to the same, in order that perfected Redemption may be realized.
This, logically, introduces a large amount of converging testimony.

The history of the human race is, as able theologians have remarked,
the history of God’s dealings with man. It is a fulfilling of revelation ;
yes, more : it is an unfolding of the ways of God, a comprehensive
confirmation of, and an appointed aid, in interpreting the plan of redemp-
tion. Hence God himse aggeals to it, not merely as the evidence of the
truth declared, but as the mode by which we alone can obtain a full and
complete view of the Divine purpose relating to salvation. To do this we
must, however, regard past, present, and future history. The latter must
be received as predicted, for we may rest assured, from the past and
present fulfilment of the word of God, thus changed into historical
reality, that the predictions and promises relating to the future will also
in their turn become veritable history. It is ¢his faith, which grasps the
future as already present, that can form a decided and unmistakable

unity.

Tgis is becoming more profoundly felt and expressed, and is forcibly
portrayed in some recent publications (e.g., Dorner’s His. Prot. Theol.,
Auberlen’s Div. Rev., etc.). Seeing that all things are tending toward
the kingdom to be hereafter established by Christ, that the dispen-
sations %rom Adam to the present are only preparatory stages for its
coming manifestation, surely it is the highest wisdom to direct special
and careful attention Zo fhe kingdom itaeif. If it is the end which
serves to explain the means employed ; if it is the object for which
ages have passed by and are ever to revolve ; if the coming of Jesus,
which is to inaugurate it, is emphatically called ¢‘ the blessed hope ;” if it
embraces the culmination of the world’s history in ample deliverance and
desired restitution ; Zhen it is utterly impossible for us to determine the
true significance, the Divine course, and the development of the plan of
salvation without a deep insight into that of the kingdom itself. Proph-
ets, apostles, and Jesus himself, especially in his last testimony, contin-
uall{l point the eye of faith and the heart of hope to this kingdom as the
bright light which can clearly illumine the past and present, and even
dispel the darkness of the future. Scripture and theology, the latter in
its very early and later development, teach us, if we will but receive it,
that we cannot properly comprehend the Divine economy in its relation to
man and the world, unless we reverently consider the manifestation of its






